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Department of Transportation
Traffic Engineering and Operations

355 Capitol St. NE, 5th Floor
Salem, Oregon 97301-3871

Phone (503) 986-3568
FAX (503) 986-4063

September 7, 2005

Federal Highway Administration
Office of Transportation Operations
400 7th Street SW, HOTCI
Washington D.C. 20590

File Code:

RE: Support for City of Portland's Request to Experiment with Shared Lane Pavement

Markings

I am writing to express the Oregon Department of Transportation's support for the City
of Portland's application to experiment with shared lane pavement markings for
roadways that otherwise might be striped with bicycle lanes. ODOT staff has been
briefed on their successful use in San Francisco, as well as on Portland's plan for where
and how to apply them. I have reviewed Portland's draft warrants and evaluation
criteria for the use of the "sharrows" and believe they are a good start for providing a
rational and professional approach for determining where to use these markings. We
concur with Portland's planned experiment and think this marking may have great
potential to improve operating conditions on low volume and low speed shared lane
environments. We will be interested in viewing results of Portland's experimental
application because ODOT has roadways running through both urban and rural
communities that could bE~nefit from such a treatment if it proves successful.

I encourage you to approve Portland's application. Following preliminary results and
further in-house discussion we may request to join in with their experiment in the future,

Thank you

Qeu

Edward L. Fisc er, P .E., PTOE
State Traffic Engineer

Roland Chlapowski
Roger Geller
Matt Garrett
Charlie Sciscione
Dennis Mitchell

Stacy Codington

cc:

@

Theodore R. Kulongoski, Governor




