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2009 MUTCD 
Section 

Number(s)

2009 MUTCD 
Section Title Specific Provision Compliance Date

2A.08 Maintaining Minimum 
Retroreflectivity

Implementation and continued use of an assessment or management 
method that is designed to maintain regulatory and warning sign 
retroreflectivity at or above the established minimum levels (see 
Paragraph 2)

2 years from the effective 
date of this revision of 

the 2009 MUTCD*

2A.19 Lateral Offset Crashworthiness of sign supports on roads with posted speed limit of  
50 mph or higher (see Paragraph 2)

January 17, 2013 
(date established in 
the 2000 MUTCD)

2B.40 ONE WAY Signs 
(R6-1, R6-2)

New requirements in the 2009 MUTCD for the number and locations of  
ONE WAY signs (see Paragraphs 4, 9, and 10) December 31, 2019

2C.06 through 
2C.14

Horizontal Alignment 
Warning Signs

Revised requirements in the 2009 MUTCD regarding the use of various 
horizontal alignment signs (see Table 2C-5) December 31, 2019

2E.31, 2E.33,  
and 2E.36

Plaques for  
Left-Hand Exits

New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD to use E1-5aP and E1-5bP plaques  
for left-hand exits December 31, 2014

4D.26
Yellow Change and 

Red Clearance 
Intervals

New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that durations of yellow change  
and red clearance intervals shall be determined using engineering 
practices (see Paragraphs 3 and 6)

5 years from the effective 
date of this revision of 
the 2009 MUTCD, or 

when timing adjustments 
are made to the 

individual intersection 
and/or corridor, 

whichever occurs first

4E.06 Pedestrian Intervals 
and Signal Phases

New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that the pedestrian change interval 
shall not extend into the red clearance interval and shall be followed by a 
buffer interval of at least 3 seconds (see Paragraph 4)

5 years from the effective 
date of this revision of 
the 2009 MUTCD, or 

when timing adjustments 
are made to the 

individual intersection 
and/or corridor, 

whichever occurs first

6D.03** Worker Safety 
Considerations

New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that all workers within the  
right-of-way shall wear high-visibility apparel (see Paragraphs 4, 6, and 7) December 31, 2011

6E.02** High-Visibility 
Safety Apparel

New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that all flaggers within the  
right-of-way shall wear high-visibility apparel December 31, 2011

7D.04** Uniform of Adult 
Crossing Guards

New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD for high-visibility apparel for adult 
crossing guards December 31, 2011

8B.03, 8B.04
Grade Crossing 

(Crossbuck) Signs 
and Supports

Retroreflective strip on Crossbuck sign and support (see Paragraph 7 in 
Section 8B.03 and Paragraphs 15 and 18 in Section 8B.04) December 31, 2019

8B.04

Crossbuck 
Assemblies with 
YIELD or STOP 
Signs at Passive 
Grade Crossings

New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD for the use of STOP or YIELD  
signs with Crossbuck signs at passive grade crossings December 31, 2019

 * Types of signs other than regulatory or warning are to be added to an agency’s management or assessment method as resources allow.

 ** MUTCD requirement is a result of a legislative mandate.

Note: All compliance dates that were previously published in Table I-2 of the 2009 MUTCD and that do not appear in this revised table have  
been eliminated.

Table I-2.  Target Compliance Dates Established by the FHWA
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16  An alternative background color other than the normal guide sign color of green may be used for Street Name 
(D3-1 or D3-1a) signs where the highway agency determines this is necessary to assist road users in determining 
jurisdictional authority for roads.
Standard:

17  Alternative background colors shall not be used for Advance Street Name (D3-2) signs 
(see Section 2D.44).

18  The only acceptable alternative background colors for Street Name (D3-1 or D3-1a) signs shall be blue, 
brown, or white.  Regardless of whether green, blue, or brown is used as the background color for Street 
Name (D3-1 or D3-1a) signs, the legend (and border, if used) shall be white.  For Street Name signs that use 
a white background, the legend (and border, if used) shall be black.
Guidance:

19  An alternative background color for Street Name signs, if used, should be applied to the Street Name  
(D3-1 or D3-1a) signs on all roadways under the jurisdiction of a particular highway agency.

20  In business or commercial areas and on principal arterials, Street Name signs should be placed at least 
on diagonally opposite corners.  In residential areas, at least one Street Name sign should be mounted at each 
intersection.  Signs naming both streets should be installed at each intersection.  They should be mounted with 
their faces parallel to the streets they name.
Option:

21  To optimize visibility, Street Name signs may be mounted overhead.  Street Name signs may also be placed 
above a regulatory or STOP or YIELD sign with no required vertical separation.
Guidance:

22  In urban or suburban areas, especially where Advance Street Name signs for signalized and other major 
intersections are not used, the use of overhead Street Name signs should be strongly considered.
Option:

23  At intersection crossroads where the same road has two different street names for each direction of travel,  
both street names may be displayed on the same sign along with directional arrows.

24  On lower speed roadways, historic street name signs within locally identified historic districts that are 
consistent with the criteria contained in 36 CFR 60.4 for such structures and districts may be used without 
complying with the provisions of Paragraphs 3, 4, 6, 9, 12 through 14, and 18 through 20 of this section.
Support:

25  Information regarding the use of street names on supplemental plaques for use with intersection-related 
warning signs is contained in Section 2C.58.

Section 2D.44  Advance Street Name Signs (D3-2)
Support:

01  Advance Street Name (D3-2) signs (see Figure 2D-10) identify an upcoming intersection.  Although this 
is often the next intersection, it could also be several intersections away in cases where the next signalized 
intersection is referenced.
Standard:

02  Advance Street Name (D3-2) signs, if used, shall supplement rather than be used instead of the Street 
Name (D3-1) signs at the intersection.
Option:

03  Advance Street Name (D3-2) signs may be installed in advance of signalized or unsignalized intersections to 
provide road users with advance information to identify the name(s) of the next intersecting street to prepare for 
crossing traffic and to facilitate timely deceleration and/or lane changing in preparation for a turn.

Table 2D-2.  Recommended Minimum Letter Heights on Street Name Signs

Type of Mounting Type of Street or Highway Speed Limit
Recommended Minimum 

Letter Height

Initial Upper-Case Lower-Case

Overhead All types All speed limits 12 inches 9 inches

Post-mounted Multi-lane More than 40 mph 8 inches 6 inches

Post-mounted Multi-lane 40 mph or less 6 inches 4.5 inches

Post-mounted 2-lane All speed limits 6 inches* 4.5 inches*

* On local two-lane streets with speed limits of 25 mph or less, 4-inch initial upper-case letters with 3-inch lower-case letters may be used.
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